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SAGINAW SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING - JUNE 24, 2024
ANDERSEN ENRICHMENT CENTER

The meeting was called to order at 6:20 p.m. by President Claudia Zacharek. She welcomed everyone in
attendance and thanked them for coming. She also thanked staff for setting up the meeting room and for
preparing the annual report booklet.

Claudia asked the members to review the minutes of the 2022-2023 Annual Meeting printed in the
annual report booklet. Lou Ognisanti moved to receive and file the minutes; Jill Rood seconded. Carried.

Claudia stated that the 2023-2024 Season, A Journey Through Time and Space, was a fantastic season!
She stated that the last concert, Star Trek, was amazing and thanked Maestro Fouad Fakhouri and the
musicians for a great experience.

Claudia introduced Cameron Massey, Executive Director, to talk about the season. His question to the
audience was When is music more than Music? It's when the community and the people work together
doing something beautiful. It's about creating magical and memorable experiences through the power of
symphonic music. He mentioned that the orchestra played at the Opening Ceremonies of the Memorial
Cup and helped our team to go on and win the Memorial Cup! Cameron thanked the audience for making
the impossible possible and for being part of this incredible season. Can’t wait until they see what we do
together next!

Dave Rupp, Financial Manager, presented the 2023-2024 Financial Report. Dave reviewed the financial
information contained in the annual report booklet. He stated that the orchestra will have a Net Loss
from Operations of ($40,000) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024. It’s the same result as last season,
but for different reasons.

The great news is that single ticket sales almost doubled to over $69,000 and we had the most concert
sponsors for any one season! He asked how can we have a net loss for the season? We didn’t have a
fundraiser this season and we can't cover operating expenses without one. He stated that the board and
Fouad wanted to go Big and Bold this season, and as a result, concert costs were up $70,000 from last
season. $30,000 was for the Star Trek movie for licensing fees, equipment rentals, and the projectionist.
We got a grant for $10,000 from Huntington Bank to cover half of the licensing fees, but Cameron wasn’t
able to get sponsors for the other $20,000 mainly because many businesses had already committed
funds to the Memorial Cup. Similarly, the Memorial Cup performance cost of almost $12,000 wasn’t
covered by sponsors resulting in the net loss from operations.

Our main focus next season is a new fundraiser that is scheduled for May 2025 and increasing general
corporate donations. This will help to reduce future operating losses. Next month, we will be conducting
another targeted mailing to potential new season subscribers to about 750 households in Saginaw and
Bay City. We have over 300 single ticket purchasers this season to recruit for new season tickets.

Dave thanked all of our season ticket subscribers, donors, concert sponsors, and supporters for their
financial support this season. We couldn’t do these concerts without your support!
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He referred to the next page for a list of this season’s concert sponsors, season supporters, and media
sponsors. The 12 new concert sponsors and supporters are in bold. Floyd Kloc moved to receive and file
the financial report; Andreas Teich seconded. Carried.

Claudia introduced the current board members and staff. They were asked to stand, and Claudia thanked
them for their hard work. They received a round of applause from the members.

Claudia introduced Paul Chaffee for the Nominations Committee report. Paul announced that three
incumbent board members had accepted an additional three-year term: Don Carlyon, Deb Huntley, and
Sam Tilmon. Carol Thomas, Attorney, and Melanie Beyers, Bankruptcy Attorney, were nominated as new
board members. Paul asked for nominations from the floor. No nominations were received from the
floor. Lou Ognisanti moved to close the nominations; Floyd Kloc seconded. Carried.

Paul Chaffee moved to approve the slate of nominations; Floyd Kloc seconded. Carried.

Claudia asked Cameron Massey to present the Patricia Koucky Volunteer of the Year Award. Cameron
graciously thanked Roberta Bidwell for being on the Audience Development Committee and for her ideas
for helping the orchestra. Roberta came up to receive her gift of appreciation and flowers.

Claudia invited Maestro Fouad Fakhouri to announce the new SEASON89. Fouad mentioned that he had
agreed to move the concert start times to 7:30 for next season. He received applause from the audience.
He also stated that next season’s programming will feature a sixth concert and two of the concerts would
be at the Malcolm Field Theatre at Saginaw Valley State University. Fouad talked about each concert and
stated that there will be five guest artists next season: George Goad would open the season at SVSU, Art
Lewis would narrate Copland’s Lincoln Portrait and Valerie Allen would paint during the final two pieces
of the October concert, Mike Brush and Brush Street will perform at the Holidays Pops concert; Jaymee
Haeffner will perform Ginastera’s Harp Concerto; Kevin Cole will be featured at the March concert at
SVSU; and Elizabeth Pitcairn returns to play Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto to close the season.

Several questions were asked about buying tickets to the SVSU concerts and if they were included in
season tickets. Season tickets are for the four concerts at the Temple Theatre only and must be paid
through the Temple Theatre. The SVSU concerts have to be purchased online or in the lobby the night of
the concert. There will be open seating only at SVSU.

Cameron Massey played the 2024-2025 Season Announcement Video and displayed the posters for each
concert. The audience applauded at the end of the video.

Claudia thanked Fouad and Cameron for his work on the season video.
Claudia asked if anyone had any new business to bring up. She thanked everyone for attending and asked

for a motion to adjourn. Andreus Teich moved to adjourn; Andrea Fischer seconded. Carried. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:04 PM.
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The Orchestra is a fully-professional
ensemble which draws its members from
throughout Michigan. In addition to its
classical concerts, the Orchestra has
produced a wide variety of chamber, pops,
educational, and historical concerts, as well
as opera, ballet, and modern dance.

Nearly 5,000 community performers, over
half of whom are children, have shared the
stage with the Orchestra in performances
over the years.

The SBSO has established a proud legacy of
providing quality musicianship, innovative
programming, and excellent educational
experiences for the residents of the Great
Lakes Bay Region.

VISION

Extraordinary Music Experiences that
Inspire.

MISSION

Creating magical and memorable

experiences through the power of

symphonic music.
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SBSO BOARD

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Dr. Claudia Zacharek
President

Paul C. Chaffee
Vice President

Dr. Norman Wika
Secretary/Treasurer

Dr. Deborah Huntley
Past President

Andrea Fischer

BOARD MEMBERS

Board & Staff

Melanie Beyers

Donald Carlyon
Paul C. Chaffee
Michael Elliott

Andrea Fischer

Floyd Kloc

John Markey
Amy Spadafore
Carol Thomas

Sam Tilmon

Member at Large Michael Goad Dr. Norman Wika
Floyd Kloc Dr. Deborah Dr. Claudia Zacharek
Member at Large Huntley

SBSO STAFF

Cameron Massey Rachel Jingles

Executive Director

David P. Rupp
Financial Manager

Arika Massey
Marketing Manager

Don Belcher
Librarian/SBYO Manager

Production Manager

Ruth Ann Olorunlowo
SBYO Administrator

Gregg Emerson Powell

Orchestra Personnel Manager





















